The Russian political system

Ex. 1. You should read the text, look at the scheme of Russian political system and answer the following questions:
Text
The Russian Federation (Russia) is a presidential republic. The President is the head of state and is elected directly by the people. In fact he has much power. The President can even dissolve the Duma if it doesn’t agree with his suggestions three times running. The President has his Administration but it is not part of the Federal Government. The President is involved in the work of the legislative and executive branches.

The Federal Assembly represents the legislative branch of power. It is made up of two houses: the Federation Council and the Duma which make laws. The President can veto laws passed by the Federal Assembly, but the Federal Assembly can pass over the President’s veto by a two-thirds majority.

The Federal Government represents the executive branch of power, the President appoints its head, the Chairman of the Government, but the Duma must approve his appointment.

The Supreme Court represents the judicial branch of power.

The Constitutional Court has the right to declare actions of the President, the Federal Assembly and the Federal Government unconstitutional.

a) What political system does the Russian Federation represent according to the Constitution?

b) What is special about the political system of the Russian Federation?

c) What political institutions represent power in the Russian Federation?

d) Can you explain how the branches of power interact?

Ex. 2. You answer the following questions:

1) Who guarantees the basic rights of the people?

a) the President; b) the Chairman of the Government.

2) Who elects the members of the Federal Assembly?

a) the Federal Government; b) the people.

3) Who appoints the chairman of the Government?

a) the President; b) the Federal Assembly.

4) Who elects the President?

a) the Federal Assembly; b) the people.

5) Who can dissolve the Dume?

a) the President; b) the Chairman of the Government.

6) Who can declare laws unconstitutional?

a) the Supreme Court; b) the Constitutional Court.

7) Who can veto laws passed by the Federal Assembly?

a) the President; b) the Chairman of the Government.

Ex. 3. You answer the following questions:

1. Who is the head of state in the Russian Federation?

2. Which institutions exercise the legislative, executive, judicial power?

3. What is each branch of power responsible for?

