 Тема : Англоговорящие страны

Choose the right answer:

1) Население:
a) population;     b)  people;    c) tribes;
        2)        Состоит из:
a) divide ;            b) consist;     c) play;
   3)        Омывается:
a) washed;           b) cleans;      c)  linked;
   4)        Древний :
a) famous;           b)  old;           c) ancient;
   5)         Столица:
a) city;                 b) capital  ;     c)  town.
SAY TRUE or FALSE:

1. Liverpool is a well-known name, for it’s the town of “The Beatles”.

2. Britain  is  used  to  be  the  great  empire  “  where  the  sun  never  sets”.  
3. Queen  Elizabeth  II  is the  Head  of  the Parliament.  
4.  The capital of Northern  Ireland is  Glasgow..

5. Wales has two official languages – English and Welsh

SAY :   WHAT TEXT IS ABOUT...

a)  the most famous prehistoric places in the world.

b) its name comes from the Latin word castra, meaning “fortified camp” 

c)  in it is the famous   Magna Charta

d) Welsh is an ancient Celtic language

COMPLETE THE SENTENCES:

a)  ... is the  national emblem of England .

b)  ... is the  national emblem of  Wales

c)   ... is the  national emblem of  Scotland

d)  ... is the  national emblem of  Northern Ireland

THE  UNITED  KINGDOM   OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  NORTHERN  IRELAND.

To  the  west  of  the  continent  of  Europe  lie  two  large  islands.  The   larger   of  them  is  called  Great  Britain,  and  the  smaller,  Ireland.  These  two  and  5,500  smaller  islands  form  the  British  Isles.

The  island  of  Great  Britain  consists  of  England,  Scotland  and  Wales.  England,  Scotland, Wales  and  Northern  Ireland  form  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Northern  Ireland.  The  UK  (  the  United  Kingdom )  is  the  official  name  of  the  country.

Great  Britain  is  washed  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  the  Irish  Sea  from  the  west,  by  the  North  Sea  from  the  north  and  west.  It  is  separated  from  the  European  continent  by  the  English  Channel.

The  climate  of  the  British  Isles  is  generally  mild;  it  is  seldom  cold  in  winter  and  never  too  hot  in  summer.  This  is  due  to  the  warm  current  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  Gulf  Stream.

There  are  no  high  mountains  and  long  rivers  in  the  UK.  The  highest  mountain  is  Ben  Nevis  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  The  longest  rivers  are  the  Severn  and  the  Thames.

The  capital  of  the  country  is  London.  It  is  situated  on  the  river  Thames.  

Britain  has  an  ancient  and  glorious  history.  It  is  used  to  be  the  great  empire  “  where  the  sun  never  sets”.  It  gave  the  world  many  famous  scientists,  writers,  political  leaders  and  explorers,  such  as  Newton,  Darwin,  Drake,  Shakespeare,  Churchill   and  others.

For  centuries   monarchs  ruled  Britain.  The  constitutional  monarchy  is  still  preserved  in  the  country,  though  it  is  more  than  a  tradition  and  tribute  to  the  past.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  is  Head  of  State.  Her  power  is  limited  by  the  parliament,  which  is  elected  every  four  years.  The  leader  of  the  party  that  has  won  the  majority  during  the  elections  becomes  the  Prime  Minister.  In  fact,  he  becomes  the  head  of  state  and  forms  the  Cabinet.  The  second  largest  party  forms  the  official   Opposition.

England

England is the largest and the richest country of Great Britain. The capital of England is London but there are other large industrial cities, such as Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester and other famous and interesting cities such as York, Chester, Oxford and Cambridge. The national emblem is a red rose.

Stonehenge is a one of the most famous prehistoric places in the world. This ancient circle of stones stands in South-west England. It measures 30 metres across and made with massive blocks of stone up to four metres high. Why it was built is a mystery.

Not far from Stonehenge stands Salisbury Cathedral. It is a splendid example of an English Gothic Cathedral; inside there is one of four copies of Magna Charta and the oldest clock in England. 

Chester is very important town in the north-west of England. In the past it used to be a Roman fort; its name comes from the Latin word castra, meaning “fortified camp”. In Chester there is a famous museum which contains over 5000 ancient and modern toys.

Oxford is the home of the oldest university of England. Cambridge is the capital of Britain’s second oldest university. 

York was the capital of Northern England. It is one of the best preserved medieval cities of Europe. It was build by Romans, conquered by Anglo-Saxons and ruled by the Vikings. Birmingham is often called the “City of 1500 trades” because of the great variety of its industries..

Britain is rich in its historic places which link the present with the past.

Liverpool, the “city of ships”, is England’s second greatest port ranking after London. The most interesting sight in the Liverpool is the docks. They occupy a river frontage of seven miles. The University of Liverpool, established in 1903, is noted for its school of Tropical Medicine. And in the music world Liverpool is a well-known name, for it’s the town of “The Beatles”.

Stratford-on-Avon lies 93 miles north-west of London. Shakespeare was born here in1564, and here he died in 1616. Cambridge and Oxford Universities are famous centers of learning.

Scotland

Scotland is a country in the north of Great Britain. It is a part of the United Kingdom. A lot of places in Scotland are a natural paradise, still untouched by man.

The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh, well known for its castle. Glasgow is the industrial capital of Scotland. It is the third largest city in Great Britain. The typical products of Scotland are timber, whisky, salmon. Golf is the Scottish national sport .

Wales

Wales is the country in the west of Great Britain. It is mainly a mountainous land with a chiefly agricultural economy and an industrial and coal-mining area in the south. The landscape is beautiful. Many English people move to Wales when they retire.

Cardiff, a large city in the south, was chosen as the capital of Wales in 1955, mainly because of its size. The daffodil is the national emblem of Wales. There is a Welsh National party which wants independence from the United Kingdom and the Welsh language is still used in certain parts of the country.

Welsh is an ancient Celtic language,  spoken in Brittany, France. In the 60’s Welsh was given equal status with English as an official language and is used in the law courts. It is taught in school and some TV program is broadcast in Welsh. However, only about 20% of the population speaks Welsh.. .

Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland, also known as Ulster, is still a part of the United Kingdom. It is made up of six countries: One third of the population lives in and around the capital, Belfast. Belfast is also the mоst important port and commercial and industrial centre. Some parts of the territory, those that are not close to capital, have remained mainly rural. The  shamrock  is the national emblem of Northern Ireland

The Irish population is divided into two groups: the Protestants and the Catholics. The Protestants are of British origin. They are descendants of British settlers who came to Ireland in XVth and XVIIth centuries, during and after the Reformation. The Catholics are mostly natives of Ireland.

The Protestants were the majority and dominated the Catholics with strong discrimination. In1968 the Catholics began the movement for equal civil rights.

The fightings between the two groups of the population continue to this day. 

